
We are here: Constructive actions towards 
achieving equity in science

Join us on Wednesday, February 21, 2018 for a celebration of 
the International Day Of Women and Girls in Science

The Laurentian Chapter of SETAC is hosting a panel discussion 
on taking steps towards achieving gender equity in science. Join 

us as we discuss lessons from women in leadership roles in 
consulting, academia and government.  

Alison	Fraser Dr.	Allison	McDonald Natalie	Feisthauer

Panel moderator: Dr. Yamini Gopalapillai
NSERC Visiting Fellow, Aquatic Contaminants Research Division

Environment and Climate Change Canada

Date: February 21, 2018
Time: 6:30-8:30 p.m.; Doors open at 6:00 p.m.

Location: Emma’s Back Porch and Water Street Cooker
2084 Old Lakeshore Road, Burlington, ON, L7R1A3

Cost: $2 for members, $4 for non-members

RSVP to: Dr. Yamini Gopalapillai, ygopalap@uoguelph.ca



Alison Fraser

Alison Fraser is an environmental consultant with a strong 
background in human health and ecological risk assessment.  
She is currently a project director at Shared Value Solutions, in 
Guelph, ON. Alison works with Indigenous communities to 
minimize the health risks associated with environmental 
contamination, by incorporating technically sound science, and 
the rights and interests of community members. 

Alison is a long-time member of the Society of Environmental 
Toxicology and Chemistry (SETAC) on both a regional and 
national level. In 2013, she was awarded the SETAC 
Presidential Citation for Exemplary Service.  She served as 
President of the Laurentian Chapter of SETAC in 2012, and is 
currently co-chair of the SNA Regional Chapters Committee.
Alison is active in her community, volunteering with the 
Cambridge Environmental Advisory Committee, Cambridge 
Roadrunners Girls Hockey Association, and Cambridge 
Highland Dancers. She is the founder and director of 
Mom2Mom Africa, a local not for profit organization dedicated 
to funding the educational needs of students in Tanzania. 



Dr. Allison McDonald

Dr. Allison McDonald is an Associate Professor in the 
Department of Biology at Wilfrid Laurier University in Waterloo, 
Ontario. Her research investigates the mitochondrial enzyme 
alternative oxidase that is present in the electron transport 
systems of many organisms. Her lab uses an integrative and 
comparative approach to answer questions about bioenergetics 
in bacteria, fungi, plants, and animals. She obtained her 
undergraduate and M.Sc. degrees from Queen’s University in 
Kingston, her Ph.D. from the University of Toronto 
Scarborough, and did post-doctoral research at Western 
University in London, Ontario.

Dr. McDonald is an advocate for women in science and 
scientists with disabilities and strongly believes in the need for 
diversity, inclusion, and equity in the scientific enterprise and 
our institutions. She can be found on Twitter 
@AEMcDonaldWLU and blogs on issues pertaining to 
academic research, effective teaching, the professionalization 
of scientists, and women in science at 
https://aemcdonald.wordpress.com/. 



Natalie Feisthauer, M.Sc.

Natalie Feisthauer has generated, assessed, and mobilized 
scientific data on soil and water quality as an environmental 
consultant, a provincial programs scientist, and currently as a 
federal land resource scientist.  She started her career in 
environmental consulting where, for almost a decade, she 
conducted soil toxicity testing to determine the adverse effects 
of contaminated soils on soil-dwelling organisms.  Natalie then 
moved to the Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate 
Change to coordinate research and programs to reduce of 
contaminant loading to the Great Lakes basin.  Since 2011 
Natalie has been with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
generating methods to systematically identify the capacity to 
improve soil and nutrient management in agricultural production 
systems of the Canadian portion of the Great Lakes basin.  
Natalie has BSc. and MSc. degrees from the University of 
Guelph.

Natalie has been a dedicated member of SETAC for over 20 
years, at chapter, North America and global levels.  A past 
Chair of the SETAC North America Contaminated Soils 
Advisory Group, Natalie is currently a steering committee 
member of the SETAC Global Soils Interest Group.  Natalie has 
a long history of volunteering with Laurentian SETAC on the 
Board of Directors, as a long-time member of the Southern 
Ontario Pub Night Committee, as President (2007), and as an 
inaugural member of the Diversity in Science Committee.    


